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In 1900, Joan Miquel Avelli and Enric Vincke
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became partners and started a company.
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The company was called Manufacturas de Corcho, SA.
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It was taken over by the American company Armstrong in 1930.
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The factory grew a lot,

1
m.

until it occupied the whole north-east of Palafrugell.
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There, they made all kinds of cork products: stoppers, discs
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insoles for shoes, buoys, lifebelts, "
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cork paper and pith helmets, a kind of very light hat.
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In the 1920s, it became the country’s
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most important exporter of industrial goods.
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It sold to many foreign countries.
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The building’s Modernist features,
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by the architect General Guitart Lostald, stand out.
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Examples are the water tower, the facade on Pi i Margall Road
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and Joan Miquel Avelli’s villa.
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The factory closed in 1993.
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In the spaces that remain, today we can find:
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the Cork Museum of Catalonia,
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the Museum of Contemqorarv Sculpture,
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the Vila Casas Foundation,
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the La Bobila Multipurpose Space, the Catalan Cork Institute,
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the Association of Cork Entrepreneurs, the Forns square
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and the Cuixart Foundation.
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